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The “Park” Story 
 
On Sunday, October 1, 1950, J. W. 
Denver Williams, Jr. Memorial Park 
was dedicated, a culmination of  
three years of extensive fund-
raising. 
 
“Mrs. J. W. Denver Williams, Sr., her 
husband, who died May 21, 1949, 
and their younger son, David, 
offered the city an 18-acre tract 
between Rombach and Fife Avenues 
on August 28, 1947 as a memorial 
to their son and brother and all 
other Clinton County men who died 
in World War II.” 
 
Thus began the legacy of a 
community who built and 
developed parks to honor those 
who came before and to provide 
recreational opportunities for the 
entire community.  Places that have 
been built and are now cared for 
under the current motto of  

“Your Community Parks – 
Discover…Play…Celebrate”.   



Fast forward to today and we now have a park system that 

has 10 properties, nearly 200 acres and includes a wide variety of sports 
amenities, playgrounds, recreational trails, conservation and picnicking 
areas.     

 The City of Wilmington Park Board is entrusted with the decision 
making for the City of Wilmington Parks and Recreation.  Their 
responsibilities include oversight of personnel, maintenance and 
programming of facilities, as well as planning for the future of the park 
system.  The mission is executed by the Parks and Recreation Director, 
Athletic Coordinator and Maintenance staff, along with dozens of 
volunteers.   

 



More about 
today… 
 

Today, funding for the city 
parks is primarily through a 
1.25 mills property tax levy for 
city property.  Other funding 
sources include program fees, 
donations, and grants.  
With the mission to continually 
improve the recreation 
experience for local citizens, 
the Park Board undertook an 
extensive community survey.  
The survey offered many 
insights, including that 86% of 
the 230+ responders believe 
that the most important 
service or function of the parks 
is to provide “safe play 
areas for children”.   
 



Why are we here today? 

 
•  We have a unique opportunity, thanks to funding through 
State of Ohio Capital Improvement Budget Bill, SB310. 

   

•  The “old” playground, while loved and still used extensively 
has some features that do not meet current safety standards.  

  

•  Zoning playgrounds – creating separate spaces for 2-5 year 
olds and 5+ year olds is an important safety standard.      



 

  
Here is the area we are going to re-imagine and renovate 

Soon to be a 
restroom again 

Caterpillar 

Likely area for 
Fitness Zone 

New bird-
watching area. 

Blue and red 
structure 

Clown slide 

Children’s Garden 



For several months we have been contemplating 
our options and based on input we have arrived 
at these guidelines: 
 

We will keep the features that meet safety standards and are 
in good condition.   

We will create zones for use based on ages and activities. 

We will create an environment that encourages active and 
creative play.  

We will make it feel cohesive and inclusive. 

We will focus on “traditional” playground elements. 

We will use our funds wisely and in a way that will have the 
most beneficial impact.   
 

  



What do we plan to keep as they are now?   
 



What can we keep with some modifications?   

Repaint 

Only enough room 
for one swing 
feature.  Maybe a 
good place for an 
Expressions swing? 
(We have one at 
Galvin Park.)   



What has to go?   
 

Some salvage items – round 
metal bar and wood.   

Does not meet current 
playground safety guidelines.   



What are possible additions and design 
features?  
 
•  Create a defined space by adding three more benches on the 
“corners”.   

 

• Add musical elements that could be used by all ages and abilities. 

 

• Create a defined “tot zone” near as possible to walkway and shelters 
to include a multi-function play feature.  

 

• Add more active play features. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What are possible additions and design features 
for 2-5 yr age group? 
 

• multi-purpose play set 

 

 

 

 

•spring riders 

 

 

 

•tot swing  

 



What are possible additions and design features 
for 5-12 yr age group? 
  

•  merry go round? 

 

 

• climbing dome? 

 

 

• spring teeter totters? 

 

 

 
 

 



What are possible additions and design features 
for 5-12 yr age group?  

 

• ball toss feature?  

 

 

• active multi-function feature (“digger”)?  

 

 

• another slide?    
 

 

 

 

 



What are possible additions and design features 
for 5-12 yr age group?  
 

• “group” swing 

 

 

• multiple swings 

 

 

• something else to climb on? 

 
 

 

 

 

 



Musical equipment for all ages and abilities: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

We have a great possible location near the S/E oak tree near the trail.   



Other possibilities: 
 

• Bike rack 

• Additional picnic tables 

• Additional benches 

• Restroom – it’s coming! 

• Drinking fountain – coming with the restroom 
renovation 

• Fitness zone – coming as well, thanks to HealthFirst for 
Clinton County and Wilmington College 

• Should we include some “landforms” (i.e. mounds for 
running and sitting and rolling)?   
 

 

 

 



Other ideas?   
 
 

 

 

 

 



Timeline 
 

Finalize the design and equipment selection – by April 30. 

 

Order equipment and plan installation – May 8 

 

Installation – mid-July 

 

 

 

 

 

  


